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• A Public Benefit Corporation

• A scientific platform for soil microbial 

research

• An inexpensive solid-state (dry) 

cultivation process for (naturally 

occurring) microbes 



Expensive to ship, limited shelf life



Inexpensive solid-state (dry) cultivation process for (naturally 

occurring) microbes 





















How to think about

THE FUTURE
Mark Stevenson









“Automation applied to 

an inefficient operation 

will magnify the 

inefficiency.”



Artificial stupidity



“Digital lipstick on an 

organisational pig”



“Automation applied to 

an efficient operation 

will magnify the 

efficiency.”



“Expert predictions are 

only slightly better than 

chance…and worse than 

basic computer 

algorithms”

- Philip Tetlock



“Man will not fly for 50 years”

Wilbur Wright 1901



The horse is here to stay but 
the automobile is only a 
novelty – a fad” 
President of Michigan Bank 1927 - to Henry Ford’s Lawyer



“Women’s bodies are not designed to go at 50 miles an 

hour. Their uteruses will fly out of  their bodies when 

accelerated to that speed.”



“Who the hell 

wants to hear 

actors talk?”

Harry Warner (Warner Bros) 1927







“I think unconscious bias 

is one of the hardest 

things to get at.”

- Ruth Bader Ginsburg







My dad told me 

you’re spying on 

us.

He’s not your 

dad.



“The law of unintended 

consequences is the only 

real law of history.”

- Niall Ferguson





“The best way to 

predict the future is to 

create it.”

― Abraham Lincoln



Be a Futurenaut, not a futurist



You cannot navigate the future without a

confident relationship with uncertainty



Stretching the 

imagination of  

the possible



Hearing the 

real questions 

the future is 

asking you





“When the tide goes out, 

you find out who is 

swimming naked” 

- Warren Buffett









Crude Oil Price

Russia 
invades 
Ukraine

Israel 
invades 
Gaza

US & Isreal 
bomb Iran



“When we try to pick out 

anything by itself, we find 

it hitched to everything 

else in the Universe.”

- John Muir



The Long 
Emergency



Democracy in retreat



The richest 1% 

own 44.5% of the 

world’s wealth.

Inequality at highest levels 

in recorded history



Soil needs at least 3-6% organic content to be alive:

• India: 62% of soil has less than 0.5% organic content

• Europe: 75% has less than 2%

• Middle East and North Africa: 73% of soil is degraded

• USA: 50% of its topsoil lost

• Worldwide: 52% of agricultural soils lost — over half the cultivable soil on 

the planet

• By 2050, 90% of Earth’s topsoil is likely to be at risk

Soil is going extinct



Countries containing half the world’s people are over-

pumping their aquifers





• HIV

• Ebola

• Bird flu

• Swine flu

• MERS

• SARS

• West Nile

• Zika

• Covid-19

• ….?

On average a new infectious 

disease emerges in humans every 

4 months



Changes observed in the climate 

‘are unprecedented in 

thousands, if not hundreds of 

thousands of years’ with and 

some (including the sea level 

rise) ‘irreversible’. 





“The environment is 

starting to send back 

invoices”





THIS IS WHAT 

HAPPENS WHEN… 

WE STUDY
 

ECONOMICS 
IN ISOLATION FROM

 

ECOLOGY



THIS IS WHAT 

HAPPENS WHEN…

 WE CHASE
 

EFFICIENCY 
AT THE EXPENSE OF

 

RESILIENCE





Complicit Helpless



“Yes, the planet got 

destroyed. But for a 

beautiful moment in time 

we created a lot of  value 

for shareholders”





APOCALYPSE



VOLATILE UNCERTAIN COMPLEX AMBIGUOUS



BRITTLE ANXIOUS NON-LINEAR IMCOMPREHENSIBLE



“After one look at this 

planet any visitor from 

outer space would say 'I 

want to see the 

manager’.”

- William Burroughs



They turn 

environmental 

degradation into short 

term profit for a very 

small number of the 

born lucky. 

What are they 

doing?!!



Translation
Any investment of your time, money or 

talent that doesn’t consider the human 

health or environment isn’t an investment. 



Translation
Any investment of your time, money or 

talent that doesn’t consider the human 

health or environment isn’t an investment. 

It’s theft.  





We are here
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“Better a cruel truth 

than a comfortable 

delusion”

- Edward Abbey



“Reality is that which, 

when you stop 

believing in it, doesn’t 

go away.”

- Philip K. Dick



“Capitalism is bad, it’s 

just not as bad as 

everything else we’ve 

tried…”



I disagree…

Capitalism rocks

When it’s done by a professional



Ecosystem
[ee-koh-sis-tuhm]

noun

A geographic area where plants, animals, and other 

organisms, as well as weather and landscapes, work 

together to form a bubble of life.



parasite
[par-uh-sahyt]

Noun

An organism that lives in or on an organism of 

another species (its host) and benefits 

by deriving nutrients at the other’s expense.



Mother nature…

…allocates resources for resilience not efficiency…









Our topline 
recommendation? 

Fire a kidney.



Write out 100 times…

We believe in innovation, no honestly we do.
We believe in innovation, no honestly we do.
We believe in innovation, no honestly we do.
We believe in innovation, no honestly we do.
We believe in innovation, no honestly we do.
We believe in innovation, no honestly we do.
We believe in innovation, no honestly we do.
We believe in innovation, no honestly we do.
We believe 



“Culture eats 

strategy for 

breakfast.”

- Peter Drucker



“It is difficult to get a man 

to understand something, 

when his salary depends 

upon his not 

understanding it.”

- Upton Sinclair



Innovation is the culture 

of asking the right 

questions











How do you ask yourself 

the questions you don’t 

know you should be 

asking yourself?





What’s our maximum effect 

in reducing loneliness?



Are we being good 

ancestors?



How does our growth 

power a regenerative 

business model?



If we prioritised resilience 

over profit, how would we 

behave?



“When we try to pick out 

anything by itself, we find 

it hitched to everything 

else in the Universe.”

- John Muir



The future needs 

YOU



“The most common way 

people give up their 

power is by thinking they 

don’t have any.”

- Alice Walker



“Find something more 

important than you and 

dedicate your life to it.”

- Daniel Dennett



“What you do makes a 

difference, and you have 

to decide what kind of 

difference you want to 

make.”

- Jane Goodall 



World you 

inherited



Thank you
markstevenson71@gmail.com
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